
should not exceed the cost of the former system, 
when the things were purchase1 on contract. The 
new arrangement, while beiog satkfitctory to the 
nurses, involved even a eliglit decrease in expense 
instead of an increase. Mr. Woodeson regretted 
that the Infirmary Coinmittee should leave such a 
discretion in the hands of an oficial. I t  was 
contrary to lhe practice of tho Board, and other 
public institutions elsewhere. The Infirmary Com- 
mittee ought to exorcise over the Infirmary the same 
authority as the House and Schools Committee 
exercised over those establishments. ' Re did not, 
in any way, complain of the m o u n t  spent, bnt 
thought it was not proper to leave the discretion 
with an official without some supervision by the 
Committee. 

Provided that the sum spent on houselreeping 
does not exceed that which the Infirmary Com- 
mittee and Guardians consider just, me think the 
plan of giving discretion to the Matron as to the pur- 
chase of food is a wise ono. By matching the 
market and making judicious purchases it is pos- 
sible to provide a much greater variety in the dietary 
than if everything is bought by contract. Nurses 
need a varied and appetising diot, and time and 
trouble given to ensuring this t o  them is time well 
spent. 

. .  
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The Duchess of Northumborlaud .recently enter- 
tained in the guest hall of Aliiwiclr Castle the 
members of tho Northern Counties Nursing Assg- 
ciation, the party numbering over 300. 

The Countess of Scnrbrough last week gave a 
garden party in the grounds of Wadworth Hall on 
bohalf of the Sandbeck Nursing Association. I n  
opening tho proceedings the Countess said that the 
Sandbeck Nursingr Association was begun a year 
ago, and, considering the difficulties which always 
occurred when something new wk started in a 
country district, they might be well satisfied with 
what had bee2 accomplished. They had decided to 
have nurses of their own trained, and having 
selected three suitable candidates they sent them up 
for training, and two of them had completed their 
Course and were now nursing, She thanked the 
Hon. Secretary, Mrs. White, and hoped the Com- 
mittee mould not8 be discouraged if the scheme was 
not taken up Beenly at  first. 

The training given to the candidates selected 
must have ,been a remarkably short one if, as was 
stated, the Association WRS only started a year ago 
and two of the candidates have already finished 
their training and are at work ! 

A nurses' home attached to the institdtion has 
long been a need of Birlrenhead Borough IIospital. 
We are therefore glad to announce that the new 
home erected on a site at the rear of the building@, 

- 

at a cost of &3,840, has now been completed, and is 
t o  be formally opened on Saturday, the 26bh inst., 
by Sir Elliott Lees, Bart., D.S.O., M.P. for Birlren- 
head. -- 

At a recent meeting of the Devonport Guardians 
the Infirmary Committee reported that at their last 
meeting a letter was read from the Local Government 
Board, stating that the Board would not feel justified 
i n  assenting to the appointment of so younga person 
a3 Miss E. Duff to the position of probationary 
n m e ,  and that they vere strongly of opinion that 
no person less than twenty-one years of age should 
be appointed to the office. After careful considera- 
tion i t  was resolved that Miss Duff, being over 
eighteen years of age, and having shown an apti- 
tude for the work, and having performed her duties 
so far to the satisfaction of the Board, the medical 
officer, and Superintendent Nurse, the Committee 
unanimously recommended that the appointment of 
Nies Duff be confirmed, and that the Local Govern- 
ment Board be informed that in future the 
Guardians would bear in mind their suggestion 
as to age. The Committee desired to point out that 
in June last the Board supported a recommendation 
of the Council of the Poor Law Unions Association, 
recommending that the minimuni age of proba- 
tioners be eighteen, and not twenty-one. 

-.- 

. The qnestion of the age at which probationers 
should be received for training is a very debatable 
one. .It is argued, with much force, by some3l'atrons 
of experience that many girls are compelled to begin 
to earn their living at eighteen, that suitable csndi- 
dates are disqualified if the age limit  is fised at 
twentyone, that suitability is a question of tem- 
peranient rather than of age, and that as women 
ire admitted DS medical students at eighteen it is 
illogical t o  decline them as nursing probationers at 
the same age. At thc same time, experience seem 
to prove that at twentyone girls are better able to 
stand the strain entailed in adopting a nursing 
career. 

' 
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The sequel to  the story of 'the fortune left to  
Miss Margaret Love Hunter, of 22, Underwood 
Road, Paisley, was heard in  the Paisley Police 
Court, when Miss Hunter pleaded guilty to obtain- 
ing goods by fraudulently representing to a High 
Street draper that a gentleman friend had died and 
left her a large sum of money and an estate in 
Warwickshire. She had driven up to the establish- 
ment in a hired brongham. The magistrate sent 
her to prison for fifteen days., After the story of 
her accession to fortune was circulated, Miss 
Hunter received inany letters, some offering 
marriag?, others advising her how to invest the 
money, and others soliciting loans. 



previous page next page

http://rcnarchive.rcn.org.uk/data/VOLUME031-1903/page208-volume31-12thseptember1903.pdf
http://rcnarchive.rcn.org.uk/data/VOLUME031-1903/page210-volume31-12thseptember1903.pdf

